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KAUFFMAN CENTER CELEBRATES ATTENDANCE MILESTONES AND 

IMPACT OF EDUCTION OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Since opening in 2011, the Kauffman Center has hosted more than 3 million attendees and expanded artistic 

opportunities for Kansas City schools and students. 

 

Kansas City, MO – In December 2018, the Kauffman Center celebrates more than seven years of bringing extraordinary 

and diverse performing arts experiences to the Kansas City community. Since its 2011 grand opening, the Kauffman Center 

has hosted over 2,150 performances welcoming more than 3.2 million guests through its doors. Its wide range of 

programming continues to shine a spotlight on Kansas City’s own vibrant arts community while attracting national and 

international talent from all genres. Resident companies the Kansas City Ballet, Kansas City Symphony, and Lyric Opera of 

Kansas City, along with numerous other community arts organizations continue to thrive in their Kauffman Center 

performance home. 

 

The Kauffman Center’s mission focuses on providing diverse and extraordinary performing arts experiences for audiences 

of all ages and interests. Kansas City’s youngest arts enthusiasts from local schools enjoy dozens of performances at the 

Kauffman Center annually through the Center’s educational outreach program Open Doors. More than 300,000 students 

have attended a matinee performance, and the Kauffman Center’s Open Doors Transportation Fund provided bussing 

assistance for more than 150,000 of those students.  

 

In addition to hosting more than 260 school matinees, the Kauffman Center provides community access to a wide range 

of public performances through the Open Doors Community Tickets program. “We continue to expand our programming 

offered to the community to ensure high-quality performing arts experiences are affordable and often free for many of 

Kansas City’s most deserving citizens through our Open Doors Program initiatives,” noted Paul Schofer, Kauffman Center 

President & CEO. Through a network of social service agencies, the Kauffman Center has provided more than 3,500 free 

tickets to underserved young people and families. In addition, the Open Doors Community Tickets program recently 

expanded to include ticket discounts for students, educators, veterans, and military service members.  

 

The Kauffman Center also provides a wide range of free or low-cost programming to the general public, including the 

Kauffman Center’s own Future Stages Festival. This annual free community event has welcomed more than 25,000 people 

and provided opportunities for 3,500 performers, mostly youth, to perform on stage since the event’s inception in 2014. 

Audiences also have affordable access to performances with tickets priced as low as $15, such as the popular National 

Geographic Live series.     

 

With more than 3 million visitors in its first seven years, the Kauffman Center eagerly continues to expand its reach in 

connecting the performing arts to the greater community. “The Kauffman Center stands as a cultural cornerstone for 

Kansas City’s thriving and vibrant artistic community,” reflected Schofer. “We are thrilled to offer a diverse array of 

performing arts experiences that will continue drawing millions of visitors and arts enthusiasts for many decades to come.” 
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Click here to view images highlighting Kauffman Center audiences and performances since 2011. 

 

Kauffman Center Milestones at a Glance: 

• 3,200,000 guests have visited the Kauffman Center since opening in 2011 

• 2,150 performances occurred 

• 325,303 students and educators attended 262 school matinees 

• 154,885 students received Open Doors bus transportation assistance to attend school matinees 

• 3,574 individuals from social service agencies have been awarded free Community Tickets to Kauffman Center 

performances 

 

ABOUT THE OPEN DOORS PROGRAM 
 
The Kauffman Center Open Doors program connects young people to the arts through three major components: 
 

• The Open Doors Spotlight on Youth initiative offers year-round programs and engagement opportunities that 
connect young people with the Kauffman Center. 

 

• The Open Doors Community Tickets program offers free and reduced price performance tickets to underserved 
audiences through local social service agencies and schools. 

 

• The Open Doors Transportation Fund helps schools offer high quality performing arts experiences to students by 
eliminating or defraying the costs of bus transportation.  

 
More information about Open Doors programs is available at: kauffmancenter.org/open-doors. 
 
ABOUT THE KAUFFMAN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

 

The Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts – a major not-for-profit center for music, opera, theater and dance designed 

by Moshe Safdie – opened in 2011. Serving as a cultural cornerstone for Kansas City and the region, the Kauffman Center 

delivers extraordinary and diverse performing arts experiences. Honored as one of the World’s 15 Most Beautiful Concert 

Halls, the Kauffman Center attracts some of the world’s most renowned performers and entertainers. 

 

Through educational outreach programs and community enrichment, the Kauffman Center supports Kansas City as a 

cultural destination. More information on the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts is available at kauffmancenter.org. 

 

Visit the Kauffman Center’s online press room for media resources, multimedia library, press release archive and more: 

kauffmancenter.org/about/press-room/ 

 

Follow the Kauffman Center on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to get details about upcoming performances and behind-

the-scenes access. 
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